From: Commanders’ Weather Corp
154 Broad St,  Suite 1517

Nashua, NH 03062

Tel: 603-882-6789, Fax: 603-882-6661
**********************************************************************************************************************

Please hold for the PRIVATE and EXCLUSIVE use of:





Stan Honey 
**********************************************************************************************************************
Event:


2009 Transpac – LA to Hawaii – starts July 5th 
Start:


1300pdt Sunday, July 5, 2009

Prepared:

0400pdt Tuesday, June 30, 2009 
Summary: Stan, flight arrives around 8pm in LA. Cell is 603-459-3015  
1) Good winds for the start yesterday, but the breeze diminished pretty fast late evening/after midnight
   a) primary weather problem for yesterday’s entrants is a area of high pressure near 23N/126W, which will move slowly WNW over the next 3 days
   b) they will have to go further S and E than normal to avoid this large light wind area

   c) a few may try to sail N of this high pressure area, but that will not work well, at all! It will be upwind for several days, as the N and NE of any strength are N and NW of 33N/130W. Once they reach those winds, it will be directly downwind, or a N-NE wind. I see south as the only routing option
   d) despite diving more S and E of normal, yesterday’s starters will see light winds for much of this week, so a slow go

2) The Thursday, July 2nd starters will also have a strong onshore wind for the start

   a) it may be a tough beat to get over the top and W of Catalina, but better than having to deal with the wind holes in the lee/east of the Island

   b) this group of entrants will not have to deal with a small high pressure area, but the wind fields in general will be lighter than normal due to the eastern North Pacific high pressure being so far N

   c) it appears this group entrants will have to sail a longer course/further S than we will have to, just to stay in some wind/any wind

3) The GFS weather model

   a) has delayed the upper level trough until later Mon/Tue, which means no strong winds until the trough moves E of our longitude
   b) the surface high pressure cell next week is quite strong, but also N of 45N on this model output – this leads to significantly lighter winds. Beautiful high pressure just too far N, but

4) The Canadian weather model 

   a) has a very strong high, 1035+ mbs, poking further S

   b) primary difference, it is 12-24 hrs slower moving the upper trough into California. This is an anomalously strong upper level trough, so will have plenty and plenty of wind speed, once it arrives

5) The European weather model

   a) very similar timing to the GFS, but has a strong high pressure cell further S during the middle and end of next week

   b) like the Canadian weather model, NE and ENE winds will be mainly 20+ kts from 130W into California

   c) typically, the European weather model is more consistent and reliable when compared to the others, but keep in mind they are only weather models!

6) Another little note on the European weather model

   a) the eastern North Pacific tropical season is off to once its’ slowest starts in the last 50-60+ years
   b) both the GFS and European weather models form a tropical storm several hundred miles S of Cabo San Lucas and moves it to the WNW

   c) the GFS has a long track record of over-forecasting the strength and frequency of tropical storms, so one must be careful when using the GFS for tropical storm activity. Any system must be verified with satellite imagery, but

   d) the European model also has a tropical storm, which is a bit unusual since it does not have the same error history as the GFS. In addition, the European moves this system towards the WNW and does not weaken it – if the European is correct, we will have to watch the tropical North Pacific closely

7) Looks like a nice onshore for your start on Sunday, July 5th
   a) probably not as strong as the GFS is showing, but still 20+ kts at times late afternoon and evening

8) Winds are light to moderate Mon, but no need to dive hard S, as the breeze will build from

    N to S as quickly as it develops from SW to NE

   a) I used a waypoint of 28N/125W, which is considerably NW of the previous 2 starts

9) Despite a big high pressure cell, the GFS is quite light with wind speeds Tue – Thu

   a) this is different from previous model output and very different from the Canadian and European weather models – I am finding this output from the GFS to be suspect

   b) my wind forecast is a compromise between the GFS and the foreign weather models

   c) regardless, will be gybing and heading SSW or SW somewhere around or west of 130W, looking for building/increasing trade winds
10) I continue to be optimistic about a possible fast Transpac

Wind forecasts

Wind directions are MAGNETIC, wind speed in kts, and time is PDT

Sunday, July 5
0800: light/variable
1100: 190-250/ 6-10
1400: 240-270/12-18
1700: 270-290/16-22
2000: 280-300/20-26

2300: 310-330/24-16
Weather…Low clouds and some fog thru mid to late morning then partly sunny. Becoming partly cloudy to cloudy at night with NW swell up to 8-12 feet

Monday, July 6

0500: 300-320/12-18
1100: 320-340/16-10, near 30N/122 10W
1700: 330-350/14-8, do not see any more wind speed further to the E or S
2300: 330-360/ 8-14
Weather…Mostly cloudy with NW-N swell diminishing to 5-8 feet

Tuesday, July 7

0500: 330-360/ 7-13

1100: 340-010/ 7-13, near 28N/127W
1700: 360-020/10-16

2300: 010-030/12-17
Weather…Cloudy to partly cloudy with NE swell of 5-7 feet

Wed, July 8

0500: 030-050/12-18, near 28n/131 40w

1700: 030-050/14-20

Weather…Partly cloudy, maybe a shower. NE seas of 5-7 feet
Thu, July 9

0500: 050-070/15-20, near 25 40N/135 40W

Best regards, Ken Campbell
